
469ST. LAWRENCE RIVER BASIN

04271500  GREAT CHAZY RIVER AT PERRY MILLS, NY

LOCATION.--Lat 45°00'00", long 73°30'05", Clinton County, Hydrologic Unit 02010006, on left bank 500 ft upstream from highway bridge at Perry Mills, 
and 7.5 mi upstream from Corbeau Creek. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--243 mi2. 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--September 1928 to September 1968, water years 1985 and 1987-89 (annual maximum only), March 1990 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 164.93 ft above NGVD of 1929. April 1987 to February 1990, crest-stage gage at present 
site and datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good except those for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. At flows greater than about 2,000 ft3/s, significant undetermined 
amounts of flow bypass the gage. Records prior to October 1968 affected by diurnal fluctuation at low and medium flow by sawmill immediately upstream. 
Occasional regulation by Chazy Lake (usable capacity, about 765 mil ft3) from which the Clinton Correctional Facility at Dannemora (Saranac River basin) 
obtains its water supply (about 1 ft3/s). Satellite and telephone gage-height telemeter at station. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 9,700 ft3/s, Nov. 9, 1996, gage height, 12.24 ft; maximum gage height, 12.91 ft, Feb. 28, 
2000 (ice jam), from floodmark in gage well; minimum discharge, about 0.8 ft3/s, Sept. 18, 1932; minimum gage height, 1.22 ft, Sept. 6, 14, 1999. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 2,500 ft3/s and maximum (*): 

   

                              a  About.
                              b  From crest-stage gage; backwater from ice.

Minimum discharge, 35 ft3/s, Oct. 13, 14, 15, gage height, 1.56 ft. 

   

Date Time
Discharge

(ft3/s)
Gage height

(ft) Date Time
Discharge

(ft3/s)
Gage height

(ft)

Nov 20 2230 2,580 6.55 Mar 27 ---- a3,000      ice jam
Dec 25 ---- a*4,000      ice jam Apr 2 2215 2,740 6.73
Mar 7 ---- ice jam b*9.51 Apr 14 1945 2,680 6.67

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2003 TO SEPTEMBER 2004

DAILY MEAN VALUES

DAY OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP

1 73 510 797 e900 e140 e170 1,470 253 402 90 179 439
2 57 415 638 e840 e140 e180 2,370 245 840 102 179 259
3 54 389 422 e900 e140 e220 2,450 269 742 92 117 182
4 56 420 350 e960 e150 e300 1,950 268 526 78 277 143
5 51 480 285 e800 e160 e450 1,930 250 399 68 237 122

6 51 472 293 e600 e170 e700 1,200 280 353 66 151 110
7 48 410 e310 e460 e170 e1,100 1,000 268 326 66 126 103
8 44 329 e360 e360 e160 e920 877 236 247 71 129 122
9 41 267 e400 e330 e160 e800 760 212 202 78 129 633

10 39 238 e500 e350 e150 e700 655 204 199 73 111 2,200

11 38 226 e800 e340 e150 e600 587 211 189 66 184 1,090
12 37 230 e2,000 e320 e140 e520 444 202 160 63 158 590
13 36 315 e1,000 e330 e130 e450 439 183 146 172 191 444
14 36 519 e800 e340 e130 e400 1,980 175 133 167 269 352
15 49 382 e620 e340 e130 e360 1,930 394 136 153 196 297

16 239 384 e580 e320 e130 e320 1,060 376 152 384 140 218
17 236 327 e540 e300 e130 e300 729 271 128 305 117 161
18 159 308 e520 e280 e140 e280 860 221 117 227 108 140
19 134 390 e500 e250 e140 e260 964 246 110 217 118 122
20 115 1,730 e460 e230 e150 e250 1,080 247 107 158 187 110

21 386 1,970 e430 e220 e170 e240 750 239 97 126 177 107
22 1,100 1,100 e500 e210 e180 e230 617 249 90 106 150 104
23 583 604 e700 e200 e180 e240 556 250 109 95 130 94
24 450 581 e1,300 e190 e180 e250 502 559 102 85 111 85
25 365 516 e3,500 e170 e170 e330 452 1,330 98 75 99 82

26 335 456 e2,400 e160 e170 e540 413 1,250 110 68 89 81
27 468 421 e2,000 e150 e160 e1,800 354 846 101 65 83 79
28 1,620 423 e1,300 e150 e160 e1,900 301 637 95 64 77 73
29 961 1,100 e1,100 e140 e160 e1,600 292 548 87 68 93 70
30 950 1,160 e960 e140 --- 1,500 273 391 86 66 309 67
31 662 --- e1,000 e140 --- 1,440 --- 308 --- 71 683 ---

TOTAL 9,473 17,072 27,365 11,420 4,440 19,350 29,245 11,618 6,589 3,585 5,304 8,679
MEAN 306 569 883 368 153 624 975 375 220 116 171 289
MAX 1,620 1,970 3,500 960 180 1,900 2,450 1,330 840 384 683 2,200
MIN 36 226 285 140 130 170 273 175 86 63 77 67

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1928 - 2004, BY WATER YEAR (WY)

MEAN 148 221 219 253 211 503 940 392 217 125 91.4 88.1
MAX 589 910 883 775 553 1,217 2,377 969 1,068 823 274 368
(WY) (1955) (1997) (2004) (1930) (1930) (1936) (1993) (1947) (2002) (1947) (1962) (1954)
MIN 22.3 35.8 41.1 51.7 46.5 70.5 236 97.2 43.5 23.1 26.2 20.2
(WY) (1967) (1931) (1967) (1956) (1956) (1956) (1995) (1941) (1941) (1965) (1966) (1966)

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/ny/nwis/inventory/?site_no=04271500


470 ST. LAWRENCE RIVER BASIN

04271500  GREAT CHAZY RIVER AT PERRY MILLS, NY—Continued

   

   

SUMMARY STATISTICS FOR 2003 CALENDAR YEAR FOR 2004 WATER YEAR WATER YEARS 1928 - 2004

ANNUAL TOTAL 139,322 154,140
ANNUAL MEAN 382 421 283
HIGHEST ANNUAL MEAN 514        1947
LOWEST ANNUAL MEAN 97.2        1965
HIGHEST DAILY MEAN 3,500 Dec 25 3,500 Dec 25 7,090 Mar 31, 1998
LOWEST DAILY MEAN 29 Sep 13 36 Oct 13 6.5 Aug 12, 2001
ANNUAL SEVEN-DAY MINIMUM 30 Sep 13 39 Oct  8 11 Aug  7, 2001
10 PERCENT EXCEEDS 951 1,000 640
50 PERCENT EXCEEDS 200 250 141
90 PERCENT EXCEEDS 50 80 45

e Estimated

Oct Nov Dec
2004

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

CURRENT WATER YEAR DAILY MEAN DISCHARGE (BOLD) WITH DAILY MEDIAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.
SHADED AREAS SHOW HIGHEST AND LOWEST DAILY MEAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD THROUGH PREVIOUS WATER YEAR.
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