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Water-Data Report 2011 

04256000 INDEPENDENCE RIVER AT DONNATTSBURG, NY 
Northeastern Lake Ontario Basin 

Black Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 43°44′50″, long 75°20′05″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Lewis County, NY, Hydrologic Unit 04150101, on right bank at 
downstream side of bridge on Donnattsburg Road at Donnattsburg, 1.2 mi downstream from Chase Lake Outlet, 4.2 mi northeast of Glenfield, and 5.0 
mi upstream from mouth. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--88.7 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--July 1942 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR NY-87-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 972.84 ft above NGVD of 1929. Prior to Sept. 16, 1949, nonrecording gage at same 
site and datum. 

REMARKS.--Records good except those for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Satellite and telephone gage-height and rain-gage telemeter at 
station. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 9,420 ft³/s, Dec. 30, 1984, gage height, 13.34 ft, from rating curve extended above 2,500 ft³/s 
on basis of slope-area measurement of peak flow; minimum observed/recorded discharge, 18 ft³/s, Sept. 17, 1948, Aug. 4, 5, 1949, Sept. 8, 9, 10, 11, 
2002; minimum gage height, 2.85 ft, Sept. 17, 1948, Aug. 4, 5, 1949. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 1,200 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Oct   1 1430 *3,250 *8.51 
Oct   7 1845 1,370 6.37 
Apr 12 1145 1,760 6.88 
Apr 21 0515 1,450 6.48 
Apr 28 2015 3,080 8.34 

May   4 1945 1,550 6.61 
May 16 2245 1,370 6.37 

Minimum discharge, 41 ft³/s, Aug. 5, 6, 7, gage height, 3.39 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=04256000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 2,510 269 328 e103 e49 e74 158 491 357 171 58 105 
2 1,580 225 691 e110 e48 e73 179 363 255 137 50 83 
3 593 192 504 e136 e49 e71 224 389 207 126 46 69 
4 340 176 326 e159 e51 e69 295 1,220 171 124 45 66 
5 361 223 243 e147 e52 e69 758 1,130 152 104 43 160 

6 568 242 202 e135 e50 e93 943 619 141 90 41 301 
7 1,200 213 177 e121 e51 e185 571 425 126 82 42 255 
8 1,000 183 e158 e109 e51 e433 440 331 112 74 46 300 
9 517 167 e146 e98 e50 e537 417 275 101 89 55 255 

10 332 156 e142 e88 e49 e510 532 230 95 82 84 170 

11 249 141 e140 e83 e49 e477 901 198 97 73 82 125 
12 201 130 e142 e79 e48 e506 1,570 175 139 66 67 97 
13 167 120 e207 e77 e47 e549 1,180 158 168 65 57 86 
14 145 111 e421 e75 e49 559 1,150 154 413 84 57 90 
15 179 111 409 e72 e51 407 799 350 332 71 115 101 

16 516 113 307 e69 e50 330 550 1,090 202 62 217 113 
17 502 169 264 e68 e51 320 811 1,130 147 57 179 109 
18 328 322 216 e67 e52 508 1,000 660 128 60 120 91 
19 242 289 198 e68 e56 884 625 451 109 67 85 77 
20 200 215 e191 e67 e61 755 795 403 93 62 69 75 

21 194 172 e176 e65 e71 530 1,290 575 84 55 61 82 
22 242 156 e169 e62 e76 408 721 521 89 50 63 82 
23 224 247 150 e60 e77 327 498 398 219 48 65 83 
24 223 367 135 e57 e73 279 462 318 307 45 59 86 
25 263 272 137 e56 e73 236 413 257 490 50 59 86 

26 317 223 e129 e58 e71 200 514 220 412 65 58 83 
27 377 211 e122 e59 e71 185 1,320 335 298 94 54 72 
28 381 189 e117 e58 e75 169 2,340 667 231 81 80 64 
29 313 172 e112 e57 --- 157 1,860 587 247 67 358 77 
30 312 157 e115 e55 --- 147 785 628 217 73 258 128 
31 298 --- e107 e52 --- 157 --- 616 --- 71 152 --- 

Total 14,874 5,933 6,881 2,570 1,601 10,204 24,101 15,364 6,139 2,445 2,825 3,571 
Mean 480 198 222 82.9 57.2 329 803 496 205 78.9 91.1 119 
Max 2,510 367 691 159 77 884 2,340 1,220 490 171 358 301 
Min 145 111 107 52 47 69 158 154 84 45 41 64 
Cfsm 5.41 2.23 2.50 0.93 0.64 3.71 9.06 5.59 2.31 0.89 1.03 1.34 
In. 6.24 2.49 2.89 1.08 0.67 4.28 10.11 6.44 2.57 1.03 1.18 1.50 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1942 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 175 233 210 173 150 285 510 258 135 90.0 82.4 106 
Max 509 427 524 489 392 707 1,014 712 334 257 268 309 
(WY) (1946) (1989) (1985) (1998) (1981) (1945) (1993) (1971) (2006) (1947) (1998) (1981) 
Min 26.4 74.8 59.3 45.1 44.1 95.5 147 77.3 40.1 26.3 25.4 23.1 
(WY) (1964) (1967) (1961) (1961) (1963) (1970) (1995) (1987) (1949) (1966) (1944) (1964) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2010 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1942 - 2011 
Annual total 74,131 96,508
Annual mean 203 264 201
Highest annual mean   292 1947
Lowest annual mean   132 1961
Highest daily mean 2,510 Oct   1 2,510 Oct   1 5,410 Dec 30, 1984
Lowest daily mean 31 Aug 21 41 Aug   6 18 Aug   4, 1949
Annual seven-day minimum 37 Aug 15 45 Aug   2 20 Sep   4, 2002
Annual runoff (cfsm) 2.29 2.98 2.26
Annual runoff (inches) 31.09 40.47 30.73
10 percent exceeds 418 573 431
50 percent exceeds 122 156 121
90 percent exceeds 55 57 44

Oct Nov Dec
2011

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

CURRENT WATER YEAR DAILY MEAN DISCHARGE (BOLD) WITH DAILY MEDIAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.
SHADED AREAS SHOW HIGHEST AND LOWEST DAILY MEAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD THROUGH PREVIOUS WATER YEAR.
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