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Water-Data Report 2011 

04267500 RAQUETTE RIVER AT SOUTH COLTON, NY 
St. Lawrence Basin 
Raquette Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 44°30′42″, long 74°53′00″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, St. Lawrence County, NY, Hydrologic Unit 04150305, on left 
bank 300 ft upstream from bridge on State Highway 56 at South Colton, 500 ft downstream from Brookfield powerplant, and 0.8 mi upstream from 
Cold Brook. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--937 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--January 1953 to September 2002, October 2010 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR NY-82-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 882.05 ft above NGVD of 1929. 

REMARKS.--No estimated daily discharges. Records good except those below 800 ft³/s, which are poor. Flow regulated 16 mi upstream by Carry Falls 
Reservoir since 1953; considerable natural storage in large lakes upstream from Piercefield. Large diurnal fluctuation caused by five powerplants 
upstream from gage. Satellite gage-height telemeter at station. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 12,800 ft³/s, Apr. 29, 2011, gage height, 11.27 ft; minimum, 1.1 ft³/s, Sept. 10, 2002, gage 
height, 1.21 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 12,800 ft³/s, Apr. 29, gage height, 11.27 ft; minimum discharge, 34 ft³/s, July 8, gage height, 1.74 
ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=04267500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2010 TO SEPTEMBER 2011 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 2,360 3,320 1,820 1,680 1,200 1,390 4,000 11,300 5,300 2,170 732 2,200 
2 2,920 3,220 1,700 1,520 1,130 1,510 3,950 11,400 5,160 1,880 1,410 1,100 
3 3,420 3,360 1,160 1,390 1,100 1,540 3,990 11,500 3,800 1,970 1,780 980 
4 3,280 3,080 1,970 1,520 1,250 1,500 3,930 11,500 4,440 1,840 1,720 1,030 
5 3,350 3,220 1,930 1,440 690 1,450 3,960 11,400 4,560 1,880 1,540 808 

6 3,250 3,320 1,930 1,460 736 1,390 2,810 11,500 4,130 1,900 1,020 1,820 
7 3,280 3,420 2,070 1,490 736 1,410 2,900 10,400 4,030 2,130 1,080 2,930 
8 3,270 3,440 1,950 1,460 933 1,970 2,940 10,100 3,800 1,090 1,570 2,950 
9 3,260 3,510 1,980 1,550 1,200 1,860 3,310 9,000 3,760 1,200 1,690 3,070 

10 3,170 3,400 2,050 1,470 1,240 1,840 3,390 8,990 3,710 1,030 1,840 3,150 

11 3,370 3,410 2,050 1,670 895 2,170 3,250 8,090 3,540 1,370 1,550 2,900 
12 3,240 3,530 2,040 1,570 849 2,530 2,800 7,660 2,330 1,630 1,580 3,250 
13 3,390 3,020 1,880 1,560 848 2,270 3,250 7,220 2,260 1,490 786 3,440 
14 3,310 3,360 1,930 1,560 858 2,940 3,450 7,120 2,240 1,600 775 3,370 
15 3,700 2,700 1,900 1,540 902 3,040 3,620 7,220 2,100 1,140 1,550 3,030 

16 3,480 2,100 1,680 1,540 1,020 2,830 3,740 7,310 2,070 750 1,550 2,890 
17 3,120 2,560 1,520 1,550 927 2,850 4,060 7,980 2,250 742 1,540 2,910 
18 3,270 2,150 1,520 1,520 911 2,750 4,620 8,340 2,180 751 996 2,960 
19 3,040 995 1,570 1,560 864 3,010 5,760 7,420 2,140 1,490 1,130 2,980 
20 3,500 1,050 1,570 1,500 918 3,150 7,780 6,360 2,120 1,630 1,010 2,560 

21 3,590 921 1,440 1,520 1,010 3,090 7,580 5,760 1,760 1,560 947 3,090 
22 3,470 1,500 1,510 1,570 1,150 3,160 7,880 6,640 1,600 1,650 930 2,900 
23 3,290 1,400 1,540 1,610 1,200 3,170 7,250 6,760 1,560 1,030 1,260 1,610 
24 3,360 1,390 1,420 1,530 1,290 3,320 7,900 6,510 1,730 1,110 1,250 1,530 
25 3,460 1,470 1,540 1,620 1,320 3,610 7,720 5,950 1,440 1,590 1,290 1,550 

26 2,330 1,460 1,560 1,110 1,060 3,840 7,770 5,020 1,330 1,630 1,350 1,670 
27 1,100 1,460 1,460 933 1,300 3,970 8,110 4,490 1,510 1,540 1,330 1,590 
28 914 1,430 1,470 1,050 1,360 3,960 9,960 4,310 1,070 1,750 924 1,620 
29 1,800 1,510 1,530 1,130 --- 4,000 12,400 4,360 1,010 1,690 1,900 1,460 
30 3,520 1,430 1,530 1,130 --- 3,990 11,900 4,440 1,450 835 1,530 1,590 
31 3,270 --- 1,530 1,320 --- 4,000 --- 5,300 --- 815 2,000 --- 

Total 95,084 72,136 52,750 45,073 28,897 83,510 165,980 241,350 80,380 44,883 41,560 68,938 
Mean 3,067 2,405 1,702 1,454 1,032 2,694 5,533 7,785 2,679 1,448 1,341 2,298 
Max 3,700 3,530 2,070 1,680 1,360 4,000 12,400 11,500 5,300 2,170 2,000 3,440 
Min 914 921 1,160 933 690 1,390 2,800 4,310 1,010 742 732 808 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1953 - 2011, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 1,403 1,621 1,734 1,675 1,650 2,069 3,274 3,268 1,782 1,281 1,134 1,129 
Max 3,849 3,248 4,208 4,138 3,117 3,985 5,958 7,785 3,496 3,356 2,990 2,298 
(WY) (1978) (1986) (1984) (1985) (1996) (1990) (2000) (2011) (1972) (1972) (1986) (2011) 
Min 536 386 435 673 595 657 980 1,041 656 462 535 557 
(WY) (1997) (1965) (1965) (1956) (1961) (1956) (1995) (1987) (1962) (1988) (1985) (1995) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Water Year 2011 Water Years 1953 - 2011 
Annual total 1,020,541
Annual mean 2,796 1,842
Highest annual mean  2,796 2011
Lowest annual mean  984 1965
Highest daily mean 12,400 Apr 29 12,400 Apr 29, 2011
Lowest daily mean 690 Feb   5 4.6 Jun  2, 1954
Annual seven-day minimum 900 Feb 11 239 Nov   1, 1964
10 percent exceeds 5,760 3,460
50 percent exceeds 1,900 1,540
90 percent exceeds 1,030 609

Oct Nov Dec
2011

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

CURRENT WATER YEAR DAILY MEAN DISCHARGE (BOLD) WITH DAILY MEDIAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.
SHADED AREAS SHOW HIGHEST AND LOWEST DAILY MEAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD THROUGH PREVIOUS WATER YEAR.
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