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Water-Data Report 2012 

04250750 SANDY CREEK NEAR ADAMS, NY 
Southeastern Lake Ontario Basin 

Salmon-Sandy Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 43°48′48″, long 76°04′29″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Jefferson County, NY, Hydrologic Unit 04140102, on left bank 
250 ft upstream from bridge on Liberty Street, 0.2 mi downstream from tributary, 2.5 mi downstream from Adams, and 10.0 mi upstream from mouth. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--137 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--August 1957 to March 1995, annual maximum only--1996-2002, June 2002 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR NY-85-1: 1963-64(M), 1976-77(M), 1980(M), 1984(M). WDR NY-92-1: 1963, 1976-77, 1984. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 523.71 ft above NGVD of 1929. 

REMARKS.--Records good except those for estimated daily discharges, which are poor. Moderate diurnal fluctuation at low flow caused by mills upstream 
from station. Satellite gage-height telemeter at station. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 7,700 ft³/s, Jan. 19, 1996, gage height, 11.06 ft, from floodmark; minimum discharge, 1.5 ft³/s, 
Sept. 17, 18, 1963, Aug. 19, 1964; minimum gage height not determined. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 3,000 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 

Jan 27 1715 ice jam *6.71 
Mar 8 2345 *2,780 6.50 

Minimum discharge, 1.8 ft³/s, Sept. 3, gage height, 0.80 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=04250750&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 151 148 602 e262 e557 273 174 365 42 14 5.7 2.6 
2 134 134 414 e261 e579 337 170 346 61 13 5.1 2.7 
3 138 124 347 e266 e542 625 147 344 72 12 4.5 2.4 
4 138 115 316 e272 e472 632 136 320 63 11 3.9 14 
5 109 103 423 e286 397 379 129 261 60 11 5.2 453 

6 83 96 e541 e292 373 292 120 205 51 9.9 7.6 103 
7 68 91 e602 e290 343 333 110 172 44 9.6 8.0 52 
8 59 88 466 e280 256 1,100 104 659 40 9.4 6.0 36 
9 52 84 365 272 254 1,620 103 646 37 8.8 5.0 36 

10 48 78 e318 254 231 834 199 380 36 7.9 5.4 27 

11 46 81 278 239 204 618 421 464 33 7.2 7.1 20 
12 43 92 237 e231 165 693 308 291 37 6.8 5.7 16 
13 50 86 217 e226 203 1,130 208 224 84 6.4 12 14 
14 76 80 229 e220 190 1,010 164 194 65 5.9 11 15 
15 1,040 96 e256 e210 185 826 146 169 45 5.5 9.5 35 

16 1,420 91 e453 e206 181 1,270 160 152 35 5.3 9.7 29 
17 843 83 683 e211 e200 958 139 130 29 5.2 8.7 22 
18 680 77 356 e217 e211 617 119 112 24 5.1 7.1 49 
19 462 72 348 e230 e203 487 109 98 25 4.6 5.5 260 
20 592 70 380 e241 e186 398 101 86 29 4.5 4.5 110 

21 750 69 397 e256 180 334 116 79 23 4.1 3.9 68 
22 599 62 e422 e267 249 290 290 70 20 3.9 3.6 80 
23 412 598 e436 e315 357 253 456 100 18 3.9 3.3 126 
24 332 427 298 e384 328 220 882 87 17 4.9 3.1 243 
25 371 291 256 e436 497 212 852 67 25 3.8 2.9 150 

26 318 221 257 532 322 194 616 57 32 7.2 2.9 93 
27 325 181 253 e1,000 302 168 597 51 28 18 3.1 113 
28 257 549 e264 e917 275 170 383 47 22 15 3.5 89 
29 211 483 e255 e763 246 241 293 45 17 10 3.0 69 
30 184 844 e258 685 --- 224 245 45 15 7.8 3.0 59 
31 162 --- e261 554 --- 186 --- 43 --- 6.3 3.0 --- 

Total 10,153 5,614 11,188 11,075 8,688 16,924 7,997 6,309 1,129 248.0 172.5 2,388.7 
Mean 328 187 361 357 300 546 267 204 37.6 8.00 5.56 79.6 
Max 1,420 844 683 1,000 579 1,620 882 659 84 18 12 453 
Min 43 62 217 206 165 168 101 43 15 3.8 2.9 2.4 
Cfsm 2.39 1.37 2.63 2.61 2.19 3.98 1.95 1.49 0.27 0.06 0.04 0.58 
In. 2.76 1.52 3.04 3.01 2.36 4.60 2.17 1.71 0.31 0.07 0.05 0.65 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1957 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 218 370 402 294 299 594 663 237 102 60.7 59.8 85.3 
Max 650 725 1,022 759 1,166 1,571 1,695 720 349 455 338 367 
(WY) (2011) (1993) (2009) (2006) (1981) (1977) (1993) (1976) (1972) (1972) (2003) (1958) 
Min 5.56 95.6 82.7 76.8 60.4 144 162 63.0 21.9 6.41 5.56 3.96 
(WY) (1964) (1961) (1961) (1961) (1980) (1967) (2010) (1987) (1962) (1966) (2012) (1960) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1957 - 2012 
Annual total 102,247.9 81,886.2
Annual mean 280 224 282
Highest annual mean   425 1976
Lowest annual mean   173 1965
Highest daily mean 3,120 Mar 11 1,620 Mar   9 6,440 Feb 25, 1985
Lowest daily mean 9.9 Aug   7 2.4 Sep  3 2.2 Sep   7, 1960
Annual seven-day minimum 11 Aug   2 2.9 Aug 28 2.9 Aug 28, 2012
Annual runoff (cfsm) 2.04 1.63 2.06
Annual runoff (inches) 27.76 22.23 28.01
10 percent exceeds 733 564 683
50 percent exceeds 119 152 140
90 percent exceeds 28 6.0 16

 

Oct Nov Dec
2012

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

CURRENT WATER YEAR DAILY MEAN DISCHARGE (BOLD) WITH DAILY MEDIAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.
SHADED AREAS SHOW HIGHEST AND LOWEST DAILY MEAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD THROUGH PREVIOUS WATER YEAR.
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