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Water-Data Report 2012 

04262000 OSWEGATCHIE RIVER NEAR OSWEGATCHIE, NY 
St. Lawrence Basin 

Oswegatchie Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 44°13′21″, long 75°04′28″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, St. Lawrence County, NY, Hydrologic Unit 04150302, on left 
bank 300 ft downstream from powerplant, and 2.8 mi north of Oswegatchie. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--259 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1924 to September 1968, annual maximum only--1985, July 1987 to current year. Prior to October 1958, published as East 
Branch Oswegatchie River near Oswegatchie. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR NY-88-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 1,016.52 ft above NGVD of 1929. 

REMARKS.--No estimated daily discharges. Records good. Extensive diurnal fluctuation at low and medium flow caused by powerplant. Since 1867, flow 
regulated by Cranberry Lake. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 4,090 ft³/s, Apr. 12, 1947; maximum gage height, 7.3 ft, Apr. 26, 1926; minimum discharge not 
determined. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 1,980 ft³/s, Mar. 20, gage height, 4.87 ft; minimum discharge, 176 ft³/s, Sept. 8, gage height, 2.20 
ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=04262000&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 641 537 618 720 799 327 429 866 374 202 193 195 
2 686 536 685 773 948 291 369 1,050 338 202 193 195 
3 556 626 637 747 836 384 305 1,160 353 201 194 195 
4 388 680 587 655 748 400 238 1,290 332 200 192 202 
5 379 618 589 636 702 401 328 1,340 461 200 193 838 

6 239 606 736 586 768 338 263 1,250 368 191 193 407 
7 215 434 757 591 632 393 277 1,120 216 188 192 311 
8 215 509 736 588 728 759 214 866 203 188 193 287 
9 215 546 764 567 471 1,400 263 851 322 188 192 231 

10 214 382 807 567 461 1,070 762 682 280 188 192 206 

11 213 507 676 566 543 890 867 979 301 188 192 214 
12 212 436 731 586 528 755 774 1,090 247 188 196 214 
13 212 434 720 712 526 1,180 675 990 367 188 280 213 
14 213 433 725 710 455 1,550 562 797 255 187 233 201 
15 496 434 751 607 509 1,730 497 725 276 187 195 195 

16 894 344 1,100 577 507 1,730 487 631 242 188 228 195 
17 1,070 243 989 610 361 1,780 510 504 197 189 239 195 
18 1,100 299 974 738 463 1,800 447 568 196 190 197 196 
19 987 304 865 653 499 1,750 405 435 197 190 197 409 
20 567 283 807 565 394 1,700 460 433 282 189 197 446 

21 683 306 669 562 394 1,370 363 312 197 190 197 211 
22 786 336 918 558 382 1,180 577 301 197 189 197 259 
23 681 545 831 564 275 755 881 395 198 190 196 308 
24 681 617 763 861 348 431 1,330 323 197 193 195 216 
25 720 579 819 809 407 381 1,510 337 198 193 196 182 

26 659 561 807 691 350 447 1,410 369 334 194 195 182 
27 475 447 779 853 333 309 1,390 371 335 195 195 330 
28 529 549 858 1,110 357 362 1,340 367 221 195 196 226 
29 517 552 794 1,000 354 434 1,080 343 214 194 196 225 
30 523 578 749 809 --- 435 718 298 202 193 195 246 
31 537 --- 738 772 --- 351 --- 415 --- 193 195 --- 

Total 16,503 14,261 23,979 21,343 15,078 27,083 19,731 21,458 8,100 5,951 6,234 7,930 
Mean 532 475 774 688 520 874 658 692 270 192 201 264 
Max 1,100 680 1,100 1,110 948 1,800 1,510 1,340 461 202 280 838 
Min 212 243 587 558 275 291 214 298 196 187 192 182 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1925 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 431 545 565 585 527 710 1,009 700 419 341 307 330 
Max 1,109 1,138 1,097 1,306 970 1,161 1,792 1,766 1,218 930 632 763 
(WY) (2006) (2009) (1928) (1998) (1947) (1990) (2011) (2011) (1947) (1996) (1989) (2004) 
Min 189 177 239 230 225 288 302 219 170 131 103 128 
(WY) (1942) (1940) (1935) (1931) (1931) (1931) (1995) (1941) (1988) (1991) (2002) (2007) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1925 - 2012 
Annual total 274,837 187,651
Annual mean 753 513 539
Highest annual mean   884 1947
Lowest annual mean   311 1931
Highest daily mean 3,440 Apr 28 1,800 Mar 18 3,790 Apr 12, 1947
Lowest daily mean 190 Jul 11 182 Sep 25 1.0 Jul 25, 1926
Annual seven-day minimum 205 Jul 10 188 Jul   9 71 Jul 24, 1991
10 percent exceeds 1,740 927 1,010
50 percent exceeds 538 432 436
90 percent exceeds 265 194 198

 

Oct Nov Dec
2012

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

CURRENT WATER YEAR DAILY MEAN DISCHARGE (BOLD) WITH DAILY MEDIAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.
SHADED AREAS SHOW HIGHEST AND LOWEST DAILY MEAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD THROUGH PREVIOUS WATER YEAR.
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