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Water-Data Report 2012 

04267500 RAQUETTE RIVER AT SOUTH COLTON, NY 
St. Lawrence Basin 
Raquette Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 44°30′42″, long 74°52′59″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, St. Lawrence County, NY, Hydrologic Unit 04150305, on left 
bank 300 ft upstream from bridge on State Highway 56 at South Colton, 500 ft downstream from Brookfield powerplant, and 0.8 mi upstream from 
Cold Brook. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--937 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--January 1953 to September 2002, October 2010 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR NY-82-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 882.05 ft above NGVD of 1929. 

REMARKS.--No estimated daily discharges. Records good except those below 800 ft³/s, which are poor. Flow regulated 16 mi upstream by Carry Falls 
Reservoir since 1953; considerable natural storage in large lakes upstream from Piercefield. Large diurnal fluctuation caused by five powerplants 
upstream from gage. Satellite gage-height telemeter at station. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 12,800 ft³/s, Apr. 29, 2011, gage height, 11.27 ft; minimum, 1.1 ft³/s, Sept. 10, 2002, gage 
height, 1.21 ft. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 5,260 ft³/s, Sept. 11, gage height, 7.32 ft; minimum discharge, 31 ft³/s, July 3, 4, 6, 7, Aug. 2, 3, 5, 
gage height, 1.78 ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=04267500&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 1,980 2,700 524 1,570 1,920 737 3,620 3,780 1,340 636 1,090 861 
2 2,030 3,030 615 1,510 2,010 885 3,680 3,190 1,030 694 907 829 
3 1,930 2,920 772 1,550 2,440 893 3,530 3,030 1,080 674 1,530 757 
4 2,090 2,900 906 1,430 2,300 851 3,620 2,930 1,500 586 1,060 488 
5 2,010 2,880 1,100 1,610 2,230 1,220 1,890 3,150 1,350 613 1,060 667 

6 2,010 2,950 1,520 1,490 2,260 1,490 1,990 3,080 1,360 617 1,460 436 
7 2,170 3,070 1,390 1,570 2,630 1,570 1,820 3,300 1,630 1,180 1,640 543 
8 2,180 2,770 773 1,530 2,350 1,580 1,770 3,990 1,530 887 1,800 655 
9 932 2,670 1,430 1,480 2,330 1,640 1,870 4,050 1,420 608 1,590 602 

10 719 3,010 2,070 1,630 2,360 1,980 1,610 4,020 1,410 652 1,840 843 

11 1,750 2,550 2,050 1,530 2,360 1,590 1,760 4,010 1,720 657 843 1,080 
12 2,260 2,110 1,880 1,540 2,320 2,580 684 3,940 1,880 792 785 939 
13 2,050 1,920 2,010 1,590 2,430 2,930 909 3,910 1,780 795 447 747 
14 2,000 1,490 2,090 1,960 2,670 3,150 782 4,230 1,760 495 493 852 
15 2,000 1,480 1,910 1,960 2,160 3,530 787 4,350 1,310 427 631 773 

16 1,870 1,390 1,870 1,900 2,490 3,560 737 3,990 1,130 451 601 789 
17 1,900 1,370 1,930 1,870 1,990 3,580 622 3,740 1,240 896 700 1,180 
18 2,340 685 1,770 1,930 1,950 3,630 630 2,790 1,030 957 818 960 
19 2,500 637 2,270 1,910 1,950 3,600 844 2,910 1,930 589 1,010 678 
20 2,290 711 1,900 1,900 1,910 3,550 755 2,740 1,630 771 933 414 

21 2,400 656 2,030 1,910 1,980 3,770 748 2,730 1,780 772 1,110 594 
22 2,410 697 1,930 1,890 1,920 3,830 723 1,400 943 641 1,050 772 
23 2,470 609 1,990 1,810 1,910 3,800 1,230 997 674 463 1,180 1,150 
24 2,330 741 1,940 1,880 1,910 3,640 2,460 1,110 658 501 934 1,400 
25 2,470 815 2,030 1,890 2,120 3,630 3,070 1,450 673 523 602 783 

26 2,420 764 1,950 1,900 2,090 3,550 3,470 1,490 657 593 451 1,190 
27 2,480 653 2,040 1,840 1,160 3,700 3,640 1,470 661 402 660 1,190 
28 2,560 671 1,780 1,830 927 3,580 3,540 1,560 1,220 519 885 1,210 
29 2,650 560 1,820 1,770 908 3,620 3,640 1,510 1,420 480 630 1,160 
30 2,410 554 1,510 1,950 --- 3,630 3,690 1,760 678 840 356 1,200 
31 2,400 --- 1,560 1,880 --- 3,630 --- 1,540 --- 882 413 --- 

Total 66,011 49,963 51,360 54,010 59,985 84,926 60,121 88,147 38,424 20,593 29,509 25,742 
Mean 2,129 1,665 1,657 1,742 2,068 2,740 2,004 2,843 1,281 664 952 858 
Max 2,650 3,070 2,270 1,960 2,670 3,830 3,690 4,350 1,930 1,180 1,840 1,400 
Min 719 554 524 1,430 908 737 622 997 657 402 356 414 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1953 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 1,417 1,622 1,733 1,676 1,659 2,082 3,250 3,260 1,772 1,269 1,130 1,123 
Max 3,849 3,248 4,208 4,138 3,117 3,985 5,958 7,785 3,496 3,356 2,990 2,298 
(WY) (1978) (1986) (1984) (1985) (1996) (1990) (2000) (2011) (1972) (1972) (1986) (2011) 
Min 536 386 435 673 595 657 980 1,041 656 462 535 557 
(WY) (1997) (1965) (1965) (1956) (1961) (1956) (1995) (1987) (1962) (1988) (1985) (1995) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 1953 - 2012 
Annual total 967,905 628,791
Annual mean 2,652 1,718 1,839
Highest annual mean   2,796 2011
Lowest annual mean   984 1965
Highest daily mean 12,400 Apr 29 4,350 May 15 12,400 Apr 29, 2011
Lowest daily mean 524 Dec   1 356 Aug 30 4.6 Jun   2, 1954
Annual seven-day minimum 620 Nov 26 497 Jul 23 239 Nov   1, 1964
10 percent exceeds 5,760 3,490 3,460
50 percent exceeds 1,880 1,590 1,540
90 percent exceeds 904 631 611

 

 

Oct Nov Dec
2012

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

CURRENT WATER YEAR DAILY MEAN DISCHARGE (BOLD) WITH DAILY MEDIAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.
SHADED AREAS SHOW HIGHEST AND LOWEST DAILY MEAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD THROUGH PREVIOUS WATER YEAR.
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