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Water-Data Report 2012 

04232730 SENECA RIVER NEAR SENECA FALLS, NY 
Oswego Basin 

Seneca Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 42°56′20″, long 76°45′40″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, Seneca County, NY, Hydrologic Unit 04140201, on right bank, 30 
ft upstream of State Highway 89 bridge over Seneca River, about 2.5 mi downstream from Lock 2 in Seneca Falls, and 1.5 mi upstream from Cayuga 
Lake. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--785 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 2005 to current year. 

GAGE.--Acoustic velocity meter and water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is NGVD of 1929. 

REMARKS.--Records good except those for estimated daily discharges, which are fair. Flow regulated by Cayuga/Seneca Canal Locks 2 and 3, and Seneca 
Falls Power Project. Flow affected by backwater from Cayuga Lake.  Telephone and satellite gage height and velocity telemeters at station. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum daily discharge, 3,290 ft³/s, May 4, 2011; minimum daily discharge, 31 ft³/s, Mar. 18, 2006. Maximum and 
minimum instantaneous discharges not determined. 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum daily discharge, 2,130 ft³/s, Dec. 6; minimum daily discharge, 63 ft³/s, Sept. 24. Maximum and minimum 
instantaneous discharges not determined. 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=04232730&agency_cd=USGS
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 429 1,180 1,900 1,520 1,620 145 102 403 194 137 101 198 
2 433 1,160 1,780 1,500 1,650 86 120 478 334 167 130 177 
3 759 1,170 1,550 886 1,610 117 91 449 410 143 173 133 
4 768 1,170 1,580 865 1,630 93 130 748 229 135 160 115 
5 581 1,070 1,920 1,120 1,630 75 113 1,000 133 188 124 121 

6 794 936 2,130 1,120 1,600 87 103 704 127 161 114 120 
7 918 1,170 2,000 1,120 1,430 100 95 744 291 147 122 134 
8 899 1,300 1,750 1,110 946 96 97 1,010 392 152 125 75 
9 869 1,330 1,740 730 598 102 117 1,130 388 158 109 96 

10 870 1,330 1,710 482 503 86 87 1,410 416 124 156 102 

11 912 1,320 1,700 235 478 97 101 1,420 474 126 146 88 
12 906 1,210 1,270 487 436 94 95 1,420 491 142 108 126 
13 885 1,210 701 940 439 85 106 1,420 505 160 106 120 
14 956 1,190 378 1,040 435 79 101 1,430 504 186 118 128 
15 990 1,160 409 e1,020 431 104 123 1,400 489 160 99 142 

16 975 980 285 e985 445 172 144 1,180 520 109 160 95 
17 980 1,010 93 1,380 444 120 120 590 466 80 157 89 
18 990 897 93 1,540 447 129 220 467 448 135 149 79 
19 1,010 1,140 239 1,530 438 133 161 492 317 130 175 110 
20 1,070 1,400 89 1,610 247 121 110 468 368 132 132 107 

21 1,200 1,240 134 1,630 81 113 177 452 217 205 161 113 
22 1,100 1,270 701 1,610 90 114 140 478 288 138 151 115 
23 912 e1,790 1,130 1,600 84 135 254 426 418 138 122 102 
24 1,100 e1,530 944 1,620 79 122 236 429 236 131 160 63 
25 1,060 e1,490 921 1,260 90 85 251 428 92 111 194 96 

26 1,130 e1,640 926 1,080 89 89 223 452 101 109 149 79 
27 1,420 e1,700 1,230 1,550 315 73 216 450 108 112 107 116 
28 1,220 e1,790 1,570 1,160 443 91 102 437 119 138 110 93 
29 1,000 1,860 1,530 1,090 339 87 119 454 116 140 111 121 
30 1,040 2,010 1,520 1,360 --- 113 255 447 153 130 154 76 
31 1,210 --- 1,510 1,570 --- 104 --- 417 --- 130 145 --- 

Total 29,386 39,653 35,433 36,750 19,067 3,247 4,309 23,233 9,344 4,354 4,228 3,329 
Mean 948 1,322 1,143 1,185 657 105 144 749 311 140 136 111 
Max 1,420 2,010 2,130 1,630 1,650 172 255 1,430 520 205 194 198 
Min 429 897 89 235 79 73 87 403 92 80 99 63 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 2006 - 2012, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 432 804 1,110 966 769 936 1,081 822 522 352 218 186 
Max 948 1,661 1,461 1,948 1,422 1,914 2,513 2,462 1,052 793 365 392 
(WY) (2012) (2007) (2006) (2006) (2006) (2011) (2011) (2011) (2006) (2006) (2006) (2011) 
Min 98.1 152 576 210 307 105 144 327 254 140 136 111 
(WY) (2010) (2008) (2010) (2011) (2010) (2012) (2012) (2006) (2008) (2012) (2012) (2012) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2011 Water Year 2012 Water Years 2006 - 2012 
Annual total 384,011 212,333
Annual mean 1,052 580 659
Highest annual mean   974 2011
Lowest annual mean   408 2010
Highest daily mean 3,290 May   4 2,130 Dec   6 3,290 May   4, 2011
Lowest daily mean 85 Jan 24 63 Sep 24 31 Mar 18, 2006
Annual seven-day minimum 117 Jan 10 91 Mar   4 68 Mar 15, 2006
10 percent exceeds 2,570 1,520 1,640
50 percent exceeds 897 326 390
90 percent exceeds 134 95 109

 

Oct Nov Dec
2012

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

CURRENT WATER YEAR DAILY MEAN DISCHARGE (BOLD) WITH DAILY MEDIAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.
SHADED AREAS SHOW HIGHEST AND LOWEST DAILY MEAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD THROUGH PREVIOUS WATER YEAR.
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