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Water-Data Report 2013 

04266500 RAQUETTE RIVER AT PIERCEFIELD, NY 
St. Lawrence Basin 
Raquette Subbasin 

LOCATION.--Lat 44°14′05″, long 74°34′19″ referenced to North American Datum of 1983, St. Lawrence County, NY, Hydrologic Unit 04150305, on left 
bank 0.5 mi downstream from powerplant at Piercefield, and 1.5 mi upstream from Dead Creek. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--721 mi². 

SURFACE-WATER RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--August 1908 to current year. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 604: 1924. WSP 1387: 1910, 1913, 1914(M), 1916, 1921. WDR NY-82-1: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and crest-stage gage. Datum of gage is 1,502.12 ft above NGVD of 1929. Prior to Jan. 1, 1911, nonrecording gage at present 
site at datum 2.00 ft higher, and Jan. 1, 1911 to Oct. 21, 1912, nonrecording gage at present site and datum. 

REMARKS.--No estimated daily discharges. Records good. Seasonal distribution of flow modified by natural storage in lakes and ponds upstream from 
station and by regulation of Forked Lake, Round Lake, Lows Lake, and Raquette Pond (Tupper Lake) at Setting Pole Dam. Extensive diurnal fluctuation 
caused by powerplant at Piercefield. Satellite and telephone gage-height telemeter at station. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 10,400 ft³/s, May 1, 2011, gage height, 13.40 ft; minimum instantaneous discharge not 
determined. 

EXTREMES OUTSIDE PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, about 7,000 ft³/s, May 1, 1900 (from New York State Museum Bulletin 85). 

EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 4,610 ft³/s, Apr. 25, gage height, 9.56 ft; minimum discharge, 165 ft³/s, Sept. 2, gage height, 2.71 
ft. 

 

http://wdr.water.usgs.gov/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=04266500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2012 TO SEPTEMBER 2013 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 493 1,220 631 1,380 1,570 676 1,090 3,720 2,700 2,890 879 603 
2 621 1,260 661 1,100 1,680 533 1,010 3,540 2,880 3,150 815 630 
3 694 1,250 673 810 1,730 545 980 3,410 2,930 3,330 846 805 
4 913 1,270 697 861 1,770 544 990 3,210 2,940 3,440 829 741 
5 920 1,280 770 885 1,770 567 927 3,040 2,900 3,560 824 705 

6 991 1,290 885 923 1,800 573 897 2,880 2,830 3,610 823 620 
7 962 1,270 1,110 958 1,790 595 924 2,720 2,840 3,630 818 558 
8 1,090 1,250 1,160 954 1,800 604 952 2,450 2,860 3,590 802 532 
9 1,060 1,230 1,150 957 1,780 617 1,180 2,240 2,850 3,560 1,050 549 

10 1,180 1,210 1,260 1,050 1,730 622 1,450 2,180 2,830 3,520 1,250 571 

11 985 1,190 1,300 1,170 1,700 721 1,870 2,150 3,000 3,710 1,400 570 
12 961 1,110 1,300 1,190 1,850 1,130 2,210 2,060 3,310 3,490 1,560 571 
13 970 1,100 1,290 1,170 1,890 1,440 2,300 1,990 3,530 3,330 1,640 583 
14 1,060 1,070 1,280 1,310 1,880 1,610 2,390 1,950 3,530 3,180 1,590 603 
15 1,260 1,060 1,250 1,430 1,890 1,600 2,450 1,790 3,480 2,960 1,500 625 

16 1,340 1,040 1,250 1,470 1,820 1,570 2,560 1,630 3,450 2,820 1,470 648 
17 1,430 1,020 1,230 1,360 1,740 1,550 2,690 1,580 3,320 2,600 1,310 673 
18 1,350 1,000 1,230 1,220 1,570 1,520 3,100 1,520 3,230 2,380 1,230 672 
19 1,350 811 1,230 1,220 1,360 1,530 3,390 1,470 3,070 2,170 1,010 675 
20 1,390 583 1,250 1,220 1,160 1,460 3,540 1,170 2,930 2,090 801 639 

21 1,410 549 1,400 1,210 1,150 1,330 3,800 1,110 2,620 1,940 722 730 
22 1,580 579 1,480 1,200 1,140 1,330 4,050 1,330 2,420 1,830 727 561 
23 1,820 600 1,520 1,160 1,130 1,300 4,190 1,520 2,350 1,630 603 597 
24 1,840 604 1,430 1,140 1,120 1,290 4,250 1,780 2,220 1,530 570 611 
25 1,780 628 1,470 1,050 1,100 1,180 4,290 1,900 2,140 1,480 567 557 

26 1,930 650 1,470 1,080 1,080 1,130 4,280 2,070 2,000 1,240 578 544 
27 1,940 647 1,550 1,040 1,070 1,120 4,240 2,320 1,910 1,170 585 616 
28 1,840 657 1,460 953 935 1,110 4,160 2,490 2,370 1,170 591 538 
29 1,730 650 1,440 872 --- 1,100 4,030 2,610 2,670 1,040 588 490 
30 1,730 640 1,430 933 --- 1,090 3,880 2,620 2,770 958 588 461 
31 1,490 --- 1,370 1,340 --- 1,090 --- 2,660 --- 944 625 --- 

Total 40,110 28,718 37,627 34,616 43,005 33,077 78,070 69,110 84,880 77,942 29,191 18,278 
Mean 1,294 957 1,214 1,117 1,536 1,067 2,602 2,229 2,829 2,514 942 609 
Max 1,940 1,290 1,550 1,470 1,890 1,610 4,290 3,720 3,530 3,710 1,640 805 
Min 493 549 631 810 935 533 897 1,110 1,910 944 567 461 

 
STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1908 - 2013, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

 Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 912 1,240 1,310 1,156 963 1,331 3,176 2,892 1,327 785 604 616 
Max 3,292 3,163 3,439 3,828 2,148 3,577 5,405 6,241 3,982 2,514 1,867 1,790 
(WY) (1946) (2007) (1984) (1998) (1916) (1921) (1993) (2011) (1947) (2013) (1986) (2011) 
Min 54.7 133 348 343 319 325 1,230 878 396 318 145 109 
(WY) (1948) (1909) (1931) (1918) (1961) (1940) (1995) (1987) (1941) (2003) (1999) (2007) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2012 Water Year 2013 Water Years 1908 - 2013 
Annual total 445,531 574,624
Annual mean 1,217 1,574 1,360
Highest annual mean   2,189 2011
Lowest annual mean   734 1965
Highest daily mean 3,600 Mar 25 4,290 Apr 25 10,400 May   1, 2011
Lowest daily mean 135 Aug 28 461 Sep 30 4.1 Oct 12, 1947
Annual seven-day minimum 153 Aug 26 545 Sep 24 4.6 Oct 10, 1947
10 percent exceeds 2,350 3,120 2,930
50 percent exceeds 1,180 1,270 979
90 percent exceeds 376 604 369

 

 

Oct Nov Dec
2013

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep

CURRENT WATER YEAR DAILY MEAN DISCHARGE (BOLD) WITH DAILY MEDIAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.
SHADED AREAS SHOW HIGHEST AND LOWEST DAILY MEAN FOR PERIOD OF RECORD THROUGH PREVIOUS WATER YEAR.
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